
 

 
2026 Dairy Cattle Industry Forum 

Sheraton Gateway Hotel 
 Toronto, Ontario 

 

  

Wednesday, September 23, 2026 

7:30 – 8:30 am Breakfast (Continental included) Hotel 

Theme: Learning, Innovating, and Leading 

8:30 – 9:15 am 
Dairy Protein: Perspectives from the 
Canadian Dairy Commission  

Dr. Matthew Gaudreau, Executive 
Director of Policy and Economics, 
Canadian Dairy Commission  

9:15 – 10:00 am Lessons from the Poultry Industry   
Denise Hockaday, Chief Executive 
Officer, Chicken Farmers of Ontario 

Break 

10:30 – 11:15 am 

Industry Updates:  
• Holstein Canada 

Topic to be confirmed  
• Dairy Farmers of Canada 

Driving Continuous Improvement: 
Collaborative Leadership in Canadian 
Dairy Traceability 

 
To be confirmed 
 
 
Benjamin Fouquette, Manager, 
Sustainable Production, Dairy 
Farmers of Canada    
 

11:15 – 12:00 pm 
Building the Next Generation of Industry 
Leaders   

Amanda Stokes, Chief Executive 
Officer, EastGen  

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2026 

Theme: From Data to Decisions  

1:00 – 1:15 pm Words of Welcome 
Neil Petreny, Chief Executive 
Officer, Lactanet  

1:15 – 2:00 pm Data-Driven Vision for the Next Era of Dairy 
Dr. Luiz Brito, Professor of 
Quantitative Genetics and 
Genomics, Purdue University   

2:00 – 3:15 pm 
Producer Panel: Data, Genetics, and On-
Farm Realities 

Names to be confirmed  

Break 

3:45 – 5:00 pm 
Industry Roundtable: Challenges and 
Opportunities in Canadian Dairy 

Facilitated by Dr. Steven Roche, 
Chief Executive Officer, ACER 
Consulting Ltd.   

5:00 – 5:30 pm 2026 Dairy Cattle Industry Distinction Award Lactanet Board of Directors 

Evening 

6:00 pm Cocktail Hour Hotel 

7:00 – 11:00 pm Supper & Social Evening  Hotel 


